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Sunday, April 26, 2026
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion

PREACHING/PRESIDING MINISTER, PASTOR HALEY VAY BEAMAN
ASSISTING MINISTER, CHRISTY PAWLOSKI
MUSICIAN, MARGARET VANDENBERGE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness
who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.



We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN:

GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, REJOICE AND SING!

ELW 385, VERSES 1,3,4
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated



First Reading: Acts 2:42-47

42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in
common; 4> they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the
proceeds to all, as any had need. 6 Day by day, as they spent much time
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and
generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 23
The psalm is read responsively. The congregation reads the verses in bold print.

'The Lord | is my shepherd;
| shall not | be in want.
2The Lord makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.

3You restore my ! soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
4Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall | fear no
evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.

5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ! of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever.



Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25

91t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while
suffering unjustly. 2° If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what
credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a
commendable thing before God. 2" For to this you have been called, because
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in
his steps.

22“He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

23\When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore
our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 2° For you were going
astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of
your souls.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE - Doug Satow
NOISY OFFERING
The Noisy Offering supports the Community Needs Fund and we collect Pennies

from Heaven for ELCA World Hunger; these are collected in bread pans often by
our children serving in worship.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
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Gospel: John 10:1-10

The gospel for the Fourth Sunday of Easter is from the gospel according to St.
John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ' “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate
for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out. #When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the
sheep follow him because they know his voice. ® They will not follow a stranger,
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers.” ® Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them.

7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not
listen to them. °1 am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come
in and go out and find pasture. " The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON - Pastor Haley Vay Beaman



HYMN OF THE DAY:
THE LORD'S MY SHEPHERD, ELW 778, VERSES 1,3,5
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Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I fear no il;

My ta - ble thou hast rich - ly spread in pres-ence of my foes;
Good -ness and mer - cy all my life shall sure -ly fol - low me,
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in pas - tures green; he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by

with - in  the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake;
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort still;
my head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be;
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with - in  the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort still.

My head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

After each petition, the congregation responds by saying "Receive our
prayer."

SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

THE OFFERING

Weekly giving may be placed in the round collection plate that is distributed by
our ushers. Thank you for your faithful giving that supports the ministry we share.

OFFERING MUSIC



OFFERTORY:
LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL, ELW 184
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

SANCTUS: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

DISTRIBUTION

All are welcome to the table where we receive Christ’s Real Presence. Please
follow the directions of ushers and pastor for coming to the altar. If coming
forward is a challenge, please let an usher know so that we can meet you where
you are with Communion. If you wish to receive a blessing in place of bread,
please cross your arms over your chest so the pastor will know. Gluten-free
wafers are available, and you may indicate your preference to the pastor when
you come forward. Red wine and white grape juice are in the individual cups. As
you return to your seat, you will find a small basket on the table in which to place
your empty cup.



LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN:
SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US, ELW 789
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Sav - ior

1 like a shep-herd lead wus;  much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear-ly let us seek your fa - vor, ear -1ly let us do your will;
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us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
us, seek us when we go  a-stray.
us,  grace to cleanse,and pow’r to free.

with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us still.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love wus still.
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE:
THANKFUL HEARTS AND VOICES RAISE, ELW 207

NO
e

il Il i
I I N I

e
—"e—o =+ L 7 N — L ———
3 == e
Thank-ful hearts and  voic-es raise; tell ev-ry-one what God has done. Let
n “ 1 I o s | 1 It = Il 'y
A |  — ir\} = = J J\’ ~ f —
o—e—o* -— ] e
J — —
ev - ty-one who seeks thelLord re - joice and bear the name of Christ.
0 & .
y = I \ I ) N I )
G e e
c e e n P I e E—
Send us with your prom -is-es and lead your peo - ple forth in joy with
0 & [ rm—— ‘
0 S I B ' ——F
0 e b 0 =1
s ' R
shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

BENEDICTION



SENDING HYMN:
AT THE LAMB'S HIGH FEAST WE SING, ELW 362, Verses 1-4
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1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing praise  to
2 Praise we  Christ, whose love di - vine gives  his
3 Where the pas - chal blood is poured death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose blood was shed, pas - chal
0 & . ; ; , , ;
D" A . I I A I | | I I [
ﬁ* 'H P p P | JI iI { | | |
F—— ——=—= ’ >
our vic - to - rious king, who has washed us in the tide
sa - cred  blood for wine, gives his bod - y for the feast—
an - gel sheathes the sword,; Is - rael’s hosts tri - um-phant go
vic - tim, pas -  chal bread; with sin - cer - 1 - ty and love
0 4
P A .1 | f I |
E (i — i . ] —g ] {
5 . — 0
flow - ing from his wound-ed side. Al - le - Iu - ia!
Christ the vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al - le - Iu - ia!
through the wave that drowns the foe. Al - le - Iu - ia!
eat we man - na from a - bove. Al - le - Iu - ia!
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE



WELCOME TO FEAST OF VICTORY: If you are a guest, we invite you to please
sign your name and some form of contact info in our Guest Book, located on the
wall desk near the office door entrance, and join us for our fellowship time after
our worship service so that we can get to know one another. We are glad that
you are worshiping with us today either in person or on Zoom. If you would like to
speak with our Pastor, schedule a home visit, unite with our congregation, or
receive Holy Communion, please contact Pastor Haley Vay in our church office
(231-938-1070).

PRAYER REQUESTS AND WELCOME CARDS: As Jesus welcomes us and
prays for us, so we also welcome and pray for one another. There are Prayer
Request and Welcome Cards located on the table to the left as you enter the
front doors of the building. If you have a prayer request, please fill out a card and
give it to the Assisting Minister or Pastor if you would like your prayer read aloud
in worship, or to Pastor if your request is confidential. If you are
visiting...welcome! Please consider filling out a Welcome Card and place it in the
offering plate or give it to our Pastor, so that we may stay connected.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated each Sunday. We
believe that Jesus is really present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. It
is Jesus who serves us, bringing us forgiveness of sins, faith and new life, and
hope for eternal life. All are welcome to receive the gift of faith and forgiveness
that Jesus offers. Please let the Pastor know if you would prefer gluten-free
bread, and if you prefer white grape juice instead of wine.

WAYS TO GIVE: We are thankful for the financial support we receive to carry out
God's mission and ministry in the life of our congregation and the wider church. If
you are able and would like to contribute, we welcome and encourage you to do
so by using any of the following ways to give:

1. Go to www.feastofvictory.org/give, or visit our website and click the "Give"
button to set up a one-time or recurring gift either by credit or debit card or by
electronic transfer from your checking account.

2. Mail a check to Feast of Victory Lutheran Church.

3. Place your offering in the round plates distributed by our ushers.

We give thanks to God for your gifts that support the ministry we share.



http://www.feastofvictory.org/give

FELLOWSHIP AFTER OUR WORSHIP SERVICE: Special time has been set
aside each Sunday following worship for refreshments and conversation. We
welcome and encourage you to stay and connect in faith community.

NURSERY AVAILABLE: We have a nursery available for parents and small
children. It is located in the last room on the right of the main hallway.

STAY CONNECTED on Facebook @FeastOfVictoryELCA and check out what's
happening, ways to get involved, and watch recordings of worship on our
website: www.feastofvictory.org. You may also pick up a copy of our Church
Newsletter, “Feast Your Eyes” at the welcome table.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School for children takes place during worship after
the Children’s message. Teachers will lead children to our fellowship hall for a
lesson and activity, then return to the sanctuary for Communion. Please be
mindful that children age 3 and under, or those not yet toilet trained, will need to
be accompanied by a parent or guardian.

HEARING ASSIST: If using a hearing assistance device would make worship

more accessible for you, please visit our AV room located just outside the
sanctuary and we will gladly help you get connected.
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Presiding/Preaching Minister: Pastor Haley Vay Beaman
Assisting Minister: Christy Pawloski

Acolyte:

Musician: Margaret VanDenBerge
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